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M Ost of the essays here assembled are revised contributions to the first 239 international colloquium devoted entirely to the forty plays in the fl.1iracles de Nostre Dflmeparpersonnagescontained in the Cange Manu­
247 script (Paris, Bibliotheque nationale de France, MS fran~ais 819-820). That event, 
organized at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, by the co-editors of this 
255 volume, was inspired in part by the several pioneering studies that the late 
A. Runnalls devoted to the manuscript, text, and socio-cultural context 
important collection from fourteenth-century Paris. Graham was unable to 
the colloquium, but the papers presented on that occasion, as well as those 
subsequen tly added to the collection, frequ ently evoke or reflect on his work. One 
seminal articles, 'Medieval Trade Guilds and theMiracles de Nostre Damepa;' 
pmonnages', which originally appeared in lItfedium /Evum, 39 (1970),257-87, is 
reprinted here, and it is to his memory that we dedicate this renewed exploration 
ofthe rich and unique dramatic collection he so admirably brought to prominence 
at the Outset ofhis productive career. We are glad to report that shortly before his 
death we were able to inform him ofthe completion and imminent publication of 
the volume. In his reply, he said that 'it was a source ofgreat joy and pleasure to me 
that the volume is now to be published. I would therefore be grateful 
give my thanks to all those who contributed to the volume and took part in 
conference, most ofwhom are known to me personally or academically.' 
\'\7e gratefully acknoyrledge permission from 1vledium /Evum to reprint the 
article by Graham Runnalls. \Ve are grateful too to Adrian P. Tudor and Alan 
Hindley, of the Editorial Board of the series 'Medieval Texts and Cultures of 
NOrthern Europe' published by Brepo!s, both ofwhom generously afforded essen­
tial guidance onl1umerons occasions as the volume was being readied for publica­
tion. Special thanks are also due to Deborah A. Oosterhouse, whose vigilant work 
